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Travelling Art Show 

You are invited to the TRAVEL-

LING ART SHOW 2018. Stu-

dents’ artwork from SJIS and The 

Scots College, Kambala, 

Claremont College, Bishop Druitt College and 

St Andrews Cathedral School will be displayed 

around SJIS from Wed 6 —Wed 13 June! 

Life Education 

Healthy Harold will be back at SJIS! Life 

Education NSW will be conducting a special 

health and safety program for YK-Y6 next 

week. The program is 

closely linked to our PDH 

syllabus, providing excit-

ing activities which pro-

mote a healthy lifestyle.  

Notice Board 

Sports Day Spectacular 

We couldn’t have asked for a better Sports Day last Saturday! 
The weather was gorgeous, the children were pumped, the teach-
ers were geared up for a special event and the school was colour-
ful. We had new tents for the students in red, blue, green and 
yellow and there were world flags strung across the race track. 
All the students in the red team and the white team showed won-
derful sportsmanship and performed their best in a wide range 
of events. They were especially excited to participate in sprints, 
class events and the whole school EISA dance. It was an excep-
tional day of fun for the whole family and with special guests, Mr 
Keizo Takewaka (Japanese Consul General) and Mr 
Shimomaehara (President Elect of the School Board.) Everyone 
loudly cheered on the children and enjoyed picnics on the school 
steps. The red team were proud to win the school trophy after 
working so well together. Thank you to Mr Watananbe, Ms 
Deadman, the Sports Day Committee and all the teachers who 
helped to prepare and run such a successful day. Congratulations 
everyone and see you at the Cross Country Carnival, Observation 
Day and Book Fair in August. 

Mrs Jodie Hoenig   

Deputy Principal International Division 

WEEKLY SCHOOL NEWS 

  

Sun 3 June Eiken Test 

5-7 June Life Education 

Mon 11 June Queen’s Birthday 

Tue 12 June Suspicious Person’s Drill 

Wed 13 June ICAS (Spelling) 

Thu 14 June ICAS (Writing) 

Fri 15 June Excursion Y1—HS 

27-29 June JFL Interviews 

Sun 1 July Eiken Interview 

Tue 3 July Open Day 

Fri 6 July Closing Ceremony 

7-23 July  Winter Holiday 

Mon 24 July Opening Ceremony 
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EISA Dance performed by Y1-Y6 students 
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Y3-3  DANCE 

On Saturday, the children of SJIS all came together in a tradition-

al dance, The Eisa dance. This dance originated in Okinawa as a 

Bon Dance which is performed to welcome and honour the spirits 

of their ancestors and to farewell them until the next year.  

On Wednesday we moved from Japanese dancing to traditional 

Aboriginal dancing. The Jannawi Dance Clan from the Darag Na-

tion came to the school and taught the children traditional danc-

es, a spirit dance and the wave dance. The children performed 

male and female parts to traditional music and clap sticks. They 

learnt the stories attached to the dances and then had their faces 

painted in ochre. 

Dance is an integral part of the PE and Visual Arts curriculum in 

NSW. 

It is known to impact positively on children’s learning in school. 
Dance can help children physically as it keeps you fit, it helps so-
cially as children learn to cooperate in a group. Dance also helps 
children become more confident with movement and assists them 
with musical interpretation. The choreography of each dance that 
children learn assists with their memory. Some children remem-
ber movements by chants or and others by listening to the music. 
Dance is a subject where all children are engaged. The students in 
year three, as did all the students, performed the dances to the 
best of their ability. They followed instructions, learnt the chore-
ography and danced with enjoyment. I was proud of all of them! 

Year 3-3 Ms Deadman 
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POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT 

Positive reinforcement is a tool 

that teachers often use to en-

courage a desired behaviour. 

For example we may praise 

students or give rewards when 

they pick up rubbish. Some-

times positive reinforcement is 

naturally occurring, like enjoying 

learning and making good pro-

gress when they try their best in 

class. It is important to provide 

this stimulus while or immedi-

ately after the desired behav-

iour. By adding stimulus that the 

students enjoy, we can work 

together to increase the likeli-

hood of useful behaviour hap-

pening again. 

But did you know that positive 
reinforcement can encourage 
negative behaviour too? If a 
child didn’t get to sit where they 
wanted to and cries about it, do 
you let the child have their way? 
This is a difficult decision that 
teachers make all the time; the 
answer can be yes or no de-
pending on the situation. If we 
allow them to sit where they 
want, they will stop crying which 
solves problems in the short 
term. But in the long term, we 

are encouraging their misbe-
haviour because they may learn 
to cry every time they want 
something. It can seem cruel to 
ignore or distract an upset child, 
but sometimes that is what’s 
best for them. 

Year KK Ms Kuestler 



 

Mixed PE is a great opportunity for children to mix 

with peers in other classes, practise their teamwork 

skills and develop their language skills.  Last term, 

Y4-3 had fun learning volleyball skills with Y4-1 

(Watanabe Sensei’s class).  This term, we com-

bined with Y4-1, Y3-1 and Y3-3 to practise and pre-

pare for Sports Day.  Children learnt ways to im-

prove their sprinting skills and 4-legged race skills.  

They used teamwork and problem solving to care-

fully attach the bands round their legs and to work 

out how to run whilst attached to each other.  

There were some falls but children showed resili-

ence and perseverance to get up and continue.  Our 

mixed PE lessons continue and currently we are 

learning cricket skills with Y4-1 and practising for 

Cross Country with Y3-3.    Year 4-3 Mrs Bennett 
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Y4-3 MIXED PE 


