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Kindy Celebrated
‘Setsubun’ with
Red and Blue Oni
who visited SJIS
today

Notice Board
Kindy Interviews
Kindergarten Parent Teacher Interviews are
being held in KW and KK next week. Mrs
Oyeku and Ms Kuestler will meet with Kindergarten parents for 15 minutes interviews.
You’ll be able to discuss your child’s start and
your goals for them. Please see the note sent
home for further details and return your reply
slip, if you haven’t already.
English Language Festival
Everyone is welcome to the English Language Festival on Friday 9 February, next
week at 11:00am. It will be a wonderful performance by all the students in the Japanese
Division. Come along and show your support
for the students and their teachers!

WEEKLY SCHOOL NEWS
Beauty Lies Within
I was fortunate to have a special lesson with Years K-2 and with Years 3-6
last week. I shared with them the picture book, Feathers for Phoebe by Rod
Clement. It is an award winning Australian publication with very colourful
animation and a clear message – everyone is special and we need to look
beyond appearances to see the person within. The children explored themes
of differences, self-esteem, identity, acceptance and pride. I was delighted
by the astute comments made by the younger children. They created colourful birds, showing individuality and personal choice. The older students
discussed complex issues in small groups and concluded that:

Mon 5 Feb

Library Book Club Order

Friends and family help us feel good about ourselves

Tue 6 Feb

New Y1-1 Info Day

Our self-esteem grows when we’re accepted by others for who we really are

7-9 Feb

Parent-Teacher Interviews
(Kindy)

It would be funny and confusing if we were all the same

14-16 Feb

Parent-Teacher Interviews
(Y1-Y6)

People worry about their appearances and fitting in, but it’s important to be
yourself

Tue 13 Feb

Open Day 9:50-

Fri 16 Feb

Charity (P6)

Sun 18 Feb

Eiken Interview

Sun 4 March

Sunday Open Day

6-8 March

Parent-Teacher Interviews
(Y1-4)

Thu 15 March

JPN Div Graduation Ceremony

Fri 16 March

Closing Ceremony

In the end, our friends and family will love us no matter what we look like
The children’s reflections were truly insightful and show the value they
place on appreciation of others, courtesy, honesty and respect. We can all
be proud to hold such high values at SJIS and practise them everyday at
school.
Mrs Jodie Hoenig
Deputy Principal International Division

Calendar

17 March—22 April Autumn Holiday
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YEAR 1 & 2 EXCURSION
Today students from Years 1 and 2
were immersed in exploring stories
of the adults and children who have
lived, worked and played in Rouse
Hill House and Farm.
The programs had a strong emphasis on active learning and using
historical artefacts as well as costumed interpretation and imaginative recreation.
The students had the opportunity to
develop their understanding of historical concepts and skills and to
participate in the process of historical inquiry in an authentic setting.
Six generations of Rouse and Terry
families occupied Rouse Hill House
and Farm from its construction in
the early 1800s until the late 1990s,
when it opened as a living museum. Thank you to the staff and students who made the day very enjoyable.
Y1-3 Mrs Ess

Y3 & Y4 Excursion ‘Lessons Afloat’
Y1 & Y2 ‘Rouse Hill House and Farm’

YEAR 3 & 4 LESSONS AFLOAT ON SYDNEY HARBOUR
Excursions are an integral part of children’s learning experience. At SJIS the excursions are closely linked to the units of
work studied in the classroom. The students in Stage Two in
the International Division are studying about ‘All Things Australian’. To help our understanding of some of the Australian
icons we all boarded a ferry on Friday to set off across the harbour to put some of our theory into practice.
We boarded the boat in Sydney Cove and stood on the ground
where the First Fleet came to Sydney. The icons we saw were
Luna Park, The Opera House and The Harbour Bridge. We
also saw Fort Denison, Kirribilli House, where the Prime Minister lives and Taronga Zoo.
We disembarked at Shark Island, Watsons Bay where we
walked to the Gap and Clifton Gardens. The children had a
great day and were very well behaved.
Y3-3 Ms Deadman
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YEAR 5 & 6 SURF ECUDATION @ MANLY BEACH

Surf Education is one of our favourite days of the year is visiting Shelley Beach and
South Steyne for our annual dip in the beautiful crystal clear waters of the Pacific Ocean.
We learnt how to stay safe in the water, and what to do if we are in trouble. The students always enjoy using the surf boards to paddle out and there are big smiles as they
race back to shore. We even had more than a few students who were able to stand up
this year.
We pay attention to our personal health and safety by wearing hats and sunscreens and
making sure that we listen carefully to the instructions from the Surf Education staff.
A great day was had by all, and the students are always a pleasure to take out. I received
several compliments from the general public about their behaviour.
Year 6-3 Mrs Simpson
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