Kakehashi
“building a bicultural bridge”
Term 2 Week 1

Friday 22nd April, 2016.

Calendar of Events

Weekly School News

Opening Ceremony
Welcome Ceremony
(Start of Term 2)

Welcome to the New Term
It’s great to be back and starting the new term!
The term ahead promises to be a busy one, including
Sports Day, NAPLAN (Y3,Y5), ICAS (Y2-6), Debating Competition
for Y5/6, Excursions, and term end report cards. Our Keys to
Success this term are Getting Along and Confidence.

Mon 18th April

Tue 19th April
Fri 22nd April
Mon 25 April
Tue 26 April
Tue 26 April
Thu 28th April
Mon 2nd May

Entrance Ceremony JPN Div Y1, Y7

Anzac Ceremony 3pm
ANZAC DAY
Open Day
Eye Checks (Jpn Div)
All Classes School Photographs

Wed 4th May

Change to winter uniform
Lesson Observation/
PTA Meeting (AGM)
Debating Workshop Y5/6

Tue10-Thu12 May

NAPLAN Y3,5,7

Fri 6th May
Fri 14th May
Tue 17th May

Inter PTA Meeting 1pm
47th School Foundation Day
Open Day

Wed18th May

Debating Comp Round 1 @
Alexander Primary

Tue 3rd May

Sat 21st May
Mon 23rd May
Tue 31st May
Wed 8th June
Mon 13th June
Wed 15thJune
Wed22ndJune

Issue No: 7

Welcome New Staff
A warm welcome to new staff members who have recently
arrived at SJIS! All have settled very quickly.
Our new Deputy Principal, Mr Hiroshi Ara, has already
conducted the Entrance Ceremony and addressed
the students. Other new staff include Ms Chieko Masuda
(Year 2-1), Ms Akane Fujita (HS English, Primary Art, Y3 Science,
Y4-3), Mr Kensuke Eto (Year 6-1), Ms Kazue Tsuji (Year 8, Music),
Mr Atsushi Yabuki (Year 9) and Mr Masao Miyairi, General
Manager.

Entrance Ceremony
On Tuesday, Entrance Ceremonies were held
for Year 1 (officially entering Primary Division)
and Year 7 (entering Junior High School).
Parents attended this special event.
Congratulations to all the students on their
entrance to school at SJIS

Sports Day
Compensatory Day Off
ICAS Science
Debating Comp Round 2 @
John Colet
ICAS Writing
ICAS Spelling
Debating Comp Rd3 @ SJIS

Today the Anzac Ceremony was held. Many students
participated by giving readings—Anzac Prayer
(Rina Tamamitsu 5-3), The Ode (Samantha Eaton (5-3),
Peace Poems (Hana Othen (5-3), Samantha Walker (5-1),
Wreath Laying (Kai Suzuki Macklin (6-1) and Coco Yamaguchi
(6-3), and flag bearers Riki Sheather (6-3) and Megumi
Yamashita (6-1). It was a solemn and respectful service.
Thank you to those who were able to attend. Special thanks to
Mrs Simpson for her organisation of the ceremony.

International Division
Sydney Japanese International School
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Reading between the lines ... news from the classrooms ...
Hello again and welcome back to the second term. It was good to see most of the children back on Monday.
We started out with the opening and welcome ceremony for our new teachers. We have welcomed two new
students from Japan to our class who are Meika Itayama and Kanato Takeuchi. Koala students have been
very kind to them during their transition. In English, we learned about the letter sound /h/ and word pictures
that begin with the sound. We learned about words belonging to the /–ab/ family like cab, crab, slab. In Math,
we learned the concept of addition, comparing areas, the number 9 and the properties of a square. In conclusion, the children participated in the Anzac Ceremony and the Annual Sports Day Spoon Design Competition this week. At the end of next week, two children’s entries will be chosen and awarded for their drawings.
Hope you all have a great weekend. Ms. Oyeku
It was lovely to welcome the children back after a long break. A big welcome to Haruta who has joined KW
and 6 new teachers to our school. This week we commemorated ANZAC day by attending a ceremony for
this. In phonics we brainstormed words beginning with Hh as in horse, hat and hot. We wrote about our
wonderful holidays and began our word family book starting with words ending with ‘ab as in cab, tab and
jab.’ In maths we sang Dr Knickerbocker number 9. and learnt to form this number. We revisited addition, area
and learnt about squares identifying them in our environment. Our science topic for the first 6 weeks is ‘What
elements effect movement in our environment?’. We observed Google Earth on the computer identifying built
and the natural environments including our school. We listed different spaces in the home and materials used.
Sports Day is approaching and we began preparing for the events on the day. The children drew great
pictures for the annual spoon design competition for Sports Day. Please send in the children’s PE uniforms for
Wednesday and Thursday each week. Have a lovely long weekend. Mrs Lisa Ess
Welcome back to school everyone! It was wonderful to see the children refreshed and ready for the new term.
This week the children recorded three events they did during the holidays and wrote about each. Many did
well to add details to their writing. Our spelling sound this week was the –y sound, as in cry. We brainstormed
words with that sound and completed many related activities. In Maths we have been completing surveys
and recording our answers in graphs. Our Geography topic this term is local places and we will be looking at
natural, constructed and managed environments. In our Science topic ‘Up, Down and All Around’ we played
a game of ‘I Spy’ in the schoolyard. We had to identify and describe features of the landscape and sky. The
students gave interesting clues to assist with finding the answers. We took photographs of all the objects that
were observed. After our game we completed an activity were we had to draw and label some of the things
we saw. In Art we completed our portraits of our grandmothers, and worked with Y1-3 to make poppies, the
flower of remembrance, for Anzac Day. We also attended an Anzac Day ceremony, which was very moving.
This term for YCDI we will be learning about ‘Confidence and ‘Getting a long’, which are two of the five keys
to success. I am sure we will all work hard to achieve these two important life skills. Have a great weekend!
M Dimakopoulos

Welcome back! I hope you all had a good holiday, refreshed and ready for the new school term. It was
a quiet week as some children were still away. Nevertheless, we worked hard to settle back into class
routines. We were very excited to welcome the new Japanese teachers and GM on Monday, and the
new Year 1-1 and Year 7 students on Tuesday. In English, we shared many happy memories of our
holidays and then chose three events to write about. We learned a new tricky phonic sound this week –
the long “y” sound, as in ‘why, sky, fly, my’. In Maths, we have been learning about data and graphs.
Our class constructed 3 graphs together, after conducting surveys and taking tallies, showing our
favourite things. We started a new topic in Science called “Up, Down and All Around”. In Art lessons, we
finished off the portraits of our grandmothers, which look fantastic on the windows. We also made a red
poppy flower on Friday in honour of ANZAC Day. Enjoy the long weekend, everyone! ~ Ms Nguyen~
Although there were still many students away this week, the rest of Class 2-3 has settled back into SJIS, and school
life, very smoothly. Our new You Can Do It key for the first half of this term is ‘Getting Along’. This week we talked as a
class about what ‘getting along’ means, and how we can practise this is our daily lives. I look forward to awarding
class members for their getting along skills over the next five weeks! Our English unit of work this term is titled ‘People
and Places’. We started to open up our thinking about this during the week when writing our holiday recounts. It was
great to see all of the children’s holiday journals and they thoroughly enjoyed sharing them with their classmates.
Thank you to the parents for being so supportive with this task. To write our recounts we had to choose one special
day/event from the holidays and then we had to: complete a writing plan, write a draft copy, edit with a peer and
the teacher, and write a published copy. This process was very helpful with supporting the development of the children’s ideas. The most enjoyable part was being able to read our writing to other students and then complete our
first writing self-assessment. This allowed the children to reflect on their own performance. For Science this week we
commenced our unit of work, ‘Water Works’ with the lesson ‘wondering about water’. It was terrific to gather information about what the students already knew about the topic of water. For Visual Arts this week we worked on our
Spoon Design competitions for Sports Day. They are looking good and we tried hard to create some unique designs
this year! For Maths this week we completed a unit of work on Whole Number. This involved practicing counting in
1’s, 2’s, 3’s and 5’s, as well as learning how to estimate accurately, and representing numbers to 1000. We are excited to welcome the rest of Class 2-3 back next week and them we can really start planning and practicing our Sports
Day events for 2016. Have a great weekend! Ms DL
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Reading between the lines ... news from the classrooms ...
The children all seemed very refreshed after their holiday and should be ready to face a very busy
term. This term our focus will be on world and Australian explorers. The students will be working on
board games and research projects throughout the term. This week we discussed what exploring
means and the children talked about explorers they have already read about. They revised the map
of the world and discussed differences in ways people travel today and in the olden days. In Maths
we revised strategies to help with addition and completed a variety of tasks related to addition problems. In English we learnt about verbs and also wrote a recount of our holiday after reviewing the
structure of a recount. We began our food collages and were privileged to be a part of the ANZAC
Day service. Our timetable has changed so please be aware that the children have PE on Wednesdays and Fridays and Music lessons will now be on Friday. It is imperative that the students have their
PE clothes when they are needed in the lead up to Sports Day. Please return all the portfolios by next
week. Ms Deadman
Welcome back to Term 2, I hope everyone had a relaxing break and has returned refreshed. It is great
to be back after my extended leave. We had a busy week with our Opening, Welcome and Entrance
Ceremonies plus lots of exciting learning. In English, we have started our poetry unit by focusing on
haiku. Some excellent haiku were produced with the 5-7-5 syllables format. In Maths we focused on
time and looked at things such as timetables, 24 hour time and am/pm. In Science we commenced
our unit ‘Smooth Moves’, which is a study of forces such as gravity, friction and magnetism. In HSIE we
started our unit on explorers and looked at early European exploration of Australia. The ANZAC Day
ceremony was wonderfully observed by all students. Please note that our timetable has changed and
I will send a copy home once it is finalised. Mr Glanville.
Welcome back after your holidays, I hope everyone had a rest and managed to catch up with family
and friends. We extend a big welcome to two new students to 6-3, Teppei and Sophie. Some students are still to return and we have also had some illness already so hopefully next week we will all be
back. As usual we were busy from the very first lesson with students presenting speeches at the Opening, Welcome and Entrance Ceremonies. Thank you also to the students who contributed to hosting
the ANZAC ceremony on Friday afternoon. Our topic for Science this term is ‘Sailing, Sinking, Soaring’
where we will learn about the properties of air and water and how this knowledge is applied to many
aspects of every-day life. In History we are learning about ‘Australian Identity’ and what that may
look like in the 21st century from the perspective of different people. The Mathematics Olympiad starts
this term, along with debating, ICAS and NAPLAN, so we will be preparing for the various challenges of
those activities in Maths and English lessons. Of course, Sports Day preparation are already under
way and the Stage 3 students play a pivotal role in assisting with the smooth running of the day. We
have started our Spoon Designs in Art lessons. If PE uniforms could be brought in on Mondays and left
at school until Friday afternoon that will mean that we are ready for any last minute lunch time practice sessions. Finally, a big thank you the PTA and the parent body for their support. We were surprised today with lovely new tables and chairs for the Stage 3 classroom. They look great and I am
sure we will really appreciate the ability to move desks easily for different learning activities by just sliding out the under desk tray. The desks are also adjustable, allowing them to grow with the children.
Regards, Mrs Simpson.
Welcome back! This term we will have a variety of events such as Children’s Day (A celebration of
Growth and well-being of children), Sports Day, the Tanabata Festival, excursions and cooking lessons
for Y3 to Y6. During the second last week of this term a Parent & Teacher Interview will be organised.
We hope it will be a fulfilling term. Most of the classes have done Holiday recounts and have reviewed
what they had learnt in Japanese this week. Students from Y4 to 6 have received application forms for
the ALC (Assessment of Language Competency) test. For Y4 students, it will be their first time to participate. Please complete and hand in forms by Friday 29th April. Please return your child’s folder for their
work sample as soon as possible. Homework will be given out on a weekly basis starting next week.
Kindergarten will be given homework from week 3. We would like to thank Mrs Stani donating useful
costumes for the Language Festival. 今学期もよろしくおねがいします
Welcome back to term 2 in the library. I hope you read many good books during the holiday break. Library lesson days remain the same this term. Monday: KK, KW, 1-3 and 5/6-3 Tuesdays: 1-2, 2-3, 3-3 and 4-3. Please ensure
your child brings their library bag and books on the correct day. Thank you to the PTA for installing a new notice
board outside the library. This will display library notices, children’s work and the Premiers Reading Challenge wall
of fame. The Premiers Reading Challenge is well underway and students should all have their login details by
now. Please email me if you are not sure of your child’s details or you would like to register them for the challenge, it is not too late to start. Look out for photos of those students who have completed the challenge in the
coming weeks. The first half of term 2 is dedicated to Information Literacy. In lessons students will continue to
build upon their research and note taking skills from the previous year. More details to follow as the term progresses. Debbie Barton Teacher Librarian
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Each year the PTA works hard for the benefit of our school and
students. Parents and families support their fundraising endeavours and
with their help, the school is able to receive fantastic items for our
students.
In the last few years, through PTA donations, classes have received items
such as new carpets, smartboards, noticeboards, bubblers, and
desks and chairs.
Year 5/6-3 were delighted to receive their new desks and chairs this
week! On behalf of us all, thank you very much!!

Page 4

In the recent holiday, SJIS Inter
Graduate Mariko Konno contacted
me to ask if she could gather some
messages of support for the people of
Rikuzentakata (hometown of her
ancestors), which was devastated by
the tsunami 5 years ago. The SJIS
High School students had made a
poster as part of the 5 year remembrance anniversary which was held at
SJIS at the end of last term. Mariko
was delighted to be able to take this
with her to Rikuzentakata.
Last week she presented the message
book and poster to the Board of Education to be shared among the
students of the school there. It was
very gratefully received.
We are very proud of Mariko for
taking on this initiative and also happy to know the students of SJIS contributed in their small way to bringing
encouragement and support to those
who are continuing to struggle with
rebuilding their communities.
Mariko said, “For people, including my
family, that have lost everything, and
still show so much kindness and
strength, I wanted to give back.”
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MISSION STATEMENT

SJIS achieves academic excellence in all key learning
areas with an emphasis on second language learning.
SJIS respects the culture and traditions of the Japanese
and Australian societies developing awareness of
cultural differences through cross-cultural learning.
The SJIS students, parents and teachers alike, become
global citizens, able to interact with others in our world
community with purpose and integrity.

International Division Sydney Japanese International School 112 Booralie Road, Terrey Hills, NSW 2084 Ph: (02) 9450 1833

A coeducational school providing bilingual
and bicultural education for children of all nationalities

