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Parent-Teacher Meetings 
On Wednesday 4th February, Parent-Teacher Meetings will be held. This 

will be a good opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher and learn 

more about the yearly program, class routines and other matters. There is 

always time for questions if there is  anything further you would like to 

know.  The teachers are looking forward to seeing you. 

Assessments 
During the first few weeks of the new school year, the teachers are busy  

carrying out assessments in Literacy and Numeracy. This is done as a way 

of identifying students with particular learning needs, such as support or 

extension, and also as a measure of the progress the children make from 

year to year.  

Excursions 
School was a quieter place on Friday with many of the teachers and stu-

dents away on excursions. The Year 1 and Year 2 Inter classes visited the 

Art Gallery while Year 3 and Year 4 Inters went to the Museum. Years 5/6 

Japanese and Inter classes were at Manly for Surf Education, while the 

High School students were away for 4 days visiting the Blue Mountains, 

Jenolan Caves and Cowra. I’m sure all the students were keen to share 

their experiences with their friends and families upon their return.  

Inter Assemblies on Fridays—Come Along! 
Every Friday (unless there is excursion or charity event) the International 

Classes meet at 3pm in the Assembly Hall for their weekly assembly.     Alt-

hough the time is rather short (3:00-3:20pm), the Y5/6-3 class run the as-

sembly very efficiently to allow for national anthem, awards, messages 

from teachers and class items.  

Recognising excellence is an important feature of each assembly, where 

awards such as Class Merit, You Can Do It, Japanese Language and Li-

brary, as well as certificates for the various competitions during the year 

are presented. Classes also have the opportunity to present short items 

each week.  

It makes it more special when parents can join us, so I encourage you to 

attend if you are able. Looking forward to seeing you at an assembly 

soon! 

Inter PTA Volunteers Needed 
Each year, the PTA plays an important role in organising 

activities for our school, fundraising and donating, run-

ning the fete, and helping our school community in 

many ways. This year has been no exception, so a big thanks to the Inter 

parents who have been involved.  

Thank you for organising Tea Towel fundraising, coffee vans, School    Con-

cert DVD sales, school disco and sausage sizzle, school fete, and dona-

tions of smartboards and Kindy equipment!  In particular,  we have appre-

ciated our Steering Committee members Katsuyo Stani, Ryoko Matsuo and 

Kathy Tojo. However, now it is time to look for volunteers to take their plac-

es, and give these parents a break.  We also ask for volunteers as class PTA  

representatives (usually two per class).  

If you can spare the time to come to meetings once per month, could you 

please consider acting as a PTA class rep or as a member of the Steering 

Committee. The period is from April 2015—March 2016.  

Tue 27-Fri 30 Jan High School Overnight Excursion 

Fri 30th Jan Y1-6 Excursions 

Tue 3rd Jan Mamemaki Assembly Y1/2 P6 

Wed 4th Feb 

Inter Parent-Teacher Meetings 

YK, Y1, Y2  Period 5  

Y3/4, Y5/6 Period 6  

Thu 5th Feb Primary Clubs 

Fri 6th Feb Y1-4 Parent Teacher Meeting P6 

Fri 13th Feb English Language Festival P3,4 

Thu 19th Feb Primary Clubs 

Tue 24th Feb Open Day 9:50am- 

Wed25-Fri27 Feb Inter P/T Interviews 

Tue 10th March Open Day 9:50am- 

Sun 15th March Open Day 11:00am- 

Mon16-Wed 18 High School Test Week 

Thu 19th March JPN Y6, Y9 Graduation Ceremony 

Fri 20th March 

Closing Ceremony 

Farewell Ceremony 

End of Term  

Setsubun 
What is Setsubun, you ask? Well, it’s an ancient Japa-

nese festival that celebrates the coming of spring, usual-

ly held on February 3rd or 4th.  Because of its associa-

tion with the Lunar New Year, Setsubun was regarded 

as a kind of New Year’s Eve. And since no New Year 

celebration is complete without some sort of cleansing 

or new beginning tradition, thus the bean throwing. 

Yes, the throwing of roasted soy beans is the preferred 

method of driving away the evil of the former year, and 

hindering the evil of the year to come (the act of throw-

ing the beans is called mamemaki in Japanese). 

Year 1 and Year 2 will have a mamemaki assembly on 

Tuesday in Period 6, while the KIndy classes will have 

theirs in their Japanese lessons on Friday. 
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Reading between the lines ... news from the classrooms ... 

 

 

Hello everyone. The weather this week has been rainy and cold. I hope you are taking care to protect 

yourselves from the elements. On Tuesday, the children wrote and drew what they did on the weekend 

in their scrapbooks. For math, they practiced the directional writing of number one. On Wednesday, the 

children enjoyed a tour of the school and completed activities on the /s/ phoneme. They got to spend 

time with Sammy the snake. On Thursday, the children were introduced to the concept of halves and 

painted a butterfly.  We also made a friendship wreath in view of the book for the week which is called 

“Sing a Song”. Finally, the children had a chance to engage in physical activity as we had our very first 

P.E class. The children have had a week full of activities and are getting comfortable with being in Kindy. 

Thanks always for your continued support! Have a good weekend. Ms. Sandra Oyeku 

 The Possum class have had a wonderful week in Kindergarten! Despite the weather, the children have 

been very busy with many different activities. We started our positive reinforcement chart in class this 

week. Each child has their own individual bee that they move up the beehive when they have been  

doing the right thing. When they reach the top, the students receive a ‘honey pot’ and a lucky dip. KP 

have been talking about the rules of the class. The focus has been on putting up hands, walking in the 

corridor, pushing chairs in and being kind to others. Our big book which we read each day was called 

‘Hairy Bear’. By the end of the week, the children were helping me read the story and very enthusiastic 

when answering questions. We started Jolly Phonics on the Smartboard and concentrated on the letter 

‘Ss’. We learnt the letter name, the sound it makes and brainstormed words that start with this letter. 

Maths lessons were based around the number one, the concept of ‘half’ and straight and curved lines. I 

look forward to seeing you all at the Parent/Teacher meeting. Have a nice weekend! Mrs Rebecca Lisle 

 While our week has been rather wet, the children have had big smiles on their faces and have been 

most enthusiastic in their learning!  The Wallabies are learning the routines of the classroom . We had a 

tour of the school and are becoming more familiar with our surroundings. We began speaking and writ-

ing about our long weekend activities. This week our big book reading was “Meanies” and we made the 

characters using yellow wool. Our letter of the week was Ss as in snake, sing and snail. We learnt the 

song, story of Sammy Snake and how to form the letter. In Maths we focused on the number one, straight 

and curvy lines and the concept of half. We made one eyed, one nose and one mouthed monster. We 

painted half a butterfly and closed our papers in half and the paint magically appeared the same on 

the other side. I look forward to seeing parents at the Information meeting on Wednesday. Next week we 

will meet our buddies. Have a relaxing weekend! Mrs Lisa Ess  

 I hope you all had a wonderful Australia Day and a great long weekend. In Grammar this week we 

looked at and discussed the role of a full stop and capital letter in a sentence. We were the teachers 

and had to correct the sentences on the smartboard by adding capital letters and full stops. Everyone is 

beginning to use capital letters and full stops appropriately. In Maths we have been learning about lines 

and 2D shapes. Most children are able to recognise and name the 2D shapes, as well as horizontal, verti-

cal and diagonal lines. In Science we listened to a story and had to identify the objects that made 

sounds. In HSIE we identified the groups that people belonged to and shared with the class the groups to 

which we belong. Our Art lessons involved drawing a self portrait and washing over it with red wash, and 

completing a scribble pattern. The children have done an excellent job of colouring in neatly and within 

the lines. Well done! We are all very excited about our excursion today and are looking forward to an 

interesting and educational experience. I look forward to meeting and greeting many of you at the 

Parent/Teacher Meeting next week. Have a wonderful weekend.   M Dimakopoulos 

 This week has been a shorter, and a wet one at that, but we have still managed to fit a lot into our 

schedule. I hope that all of you had a great family day together on Australia Day! This week we spoke 

more about Australia Day and we also wrote some recounts about what we did on the long weekend. 

We continued with our holiday recounts and started to type-up our published copies on the computer. 

Once they are complete we will print them out and display them in the classroom. For Maths this week 

we had some fun lessons about addition to 10, halves and 2D shapes. We also drew a portrait of our fam-

ily which was quite challenging as we had to remember all of the people we had to include. This task 

was for our new HSIE unit of work ‘Families in Our Community’. For Science we started our ‘All Mixed Up’ 

unit of work and we also started our PD/Health unit titled ‘There Is Only One ME!’ For this lesson we started 

our ‘I Posters’ which involved drawing a detailed picture of ourselves and then recording around it all of 

the things that we like about ourselves, and the things that we are good at. This weekend the posters 

have been sent home for parents to write on. I will also be writing a comment in it next week. Toda’s ex-

cursion to the MCA was great! A big thank you to the 2-3 parents for coming along. The Chuck Close  

exhibition was fantastic and will lend itself very well to our visual arts unit of work starting next week titled 

‘Me and My Family’. Next week homework commences, as does sharing time. I look forward to seeing 

parents at the information meeting next Wednesday so that we can go through lots of important things 

for 2015. Have a great weekend! Ms DL  
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 We all coped very well in the wet weather. During lunch time the students watched ICE AGE 3 

and all of them seemed to enjoy it. In Maths this week we revised number patterns to ten and 

used this skill to complete multi- number additions. We have worked hard to finish all our testing 

for the beginning of the year and completed written and verbal activities on Australia Day. We 

learnt what a common noun was and completed written activities about nouns. We set up our 

homework books and discussed various ways to help complete the alphabetical order of a list 

of words. We continued our literature study of Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and discussed 

ways to react when we receive things that we do not like. All our book covers are now finished 

and our books are now easy to recognise. We would all like to thank Lydia Stani for helping us 

to cover our Handwriting books. We have begun our unit on shopping and some of us have 

worked out what our virtual shop will be. Our excursion was great and we all enjoyed the day. 

Hope the sun keeps shining for the weekend. Ms Deadman  

 A full week in 5/6-3.  The students have settled in well and most of our classroom routines are 

well established.   We played a  modified handball game again in PE and it was great to see a 

big improvement from Week 1 as students start to get the hang of the rules and develop some 

set plays to help with rallies.  In English we explored a new online resource we are using as a 

school this year called Reading Eggspress.  Students have been given their logins to try at home 

and hopefully they will enjoy this interactive way of learning spelling, grammar and compre-

hension. In mathematics we started our problem solving texts and took time to think about how 

to set them out and how to reflect on our learning.  In Health we watched some videos that 

presented the latest scientific studies on rips and how to stay safe at the beach.  On arriving at 

Manly Beach on Friday it was very impressive that several students were immediately able to 

identify where the rip on the beach was.  We had a fabulous time at Surf Education.  The sun 

shone, the water sparkled, the children waded, dolphin dived, paddled and surfed.  They are 

also enjoyed a game of suikarai – where they had to find and smash apart a watermelon while 

blind folded.  Thank you to the Japanese Division parents who arranged the game.  I hope you 

all have a fantastic weekend.  Regards, Mrs Simpson. 

 Kindergarten students are getting used to the classroom routine. They sang greeting 

songs, drew pictures of themselves and wrote their names. Y1 N3 students learned hira-

gana and started on the topic “My School”.  In Y2 N3, the topic “About Me” was intro-

duced. Students discussed many adjectives to describe themselves. Y1/2 N2 practiced 

あline and かline both hiragana & katakana. They also wrote recount of Summer Holi-

daysY1/2 N1 learned hiragana (Y1), Katakana (Y2) and started the new topic “Toys and 

Play”. Y3/4 completed their journals of the summer holidays. Y3/4 N2 revised katakana 

by writing Australian cities & tourist spots.Y3/4 N1 students learned how to ask the date 

and respond to questions such as ～はいつですか、～は～月～日ですか？(when is…) 

(what is the date?) Y5/6 N3 students wrote their goals for this year and read the story 

“夏のおくりもの” as part of the topic “My Personal World”. Y5/6 N1 students completed 

summer holiday journals. Next week Setsubun “Mamemaki” will be on Tuesday.  

 The library is open at lunch times for students on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Stu-

dents may visit the library to read, play games, use the computers and draw/colour.  All 

library classes begin next week and students will be required to bring their library bag to 

lessons for borrowing.  Please encourage your child to place their library bag inside their 

school bag when travelling to and from school.  This will ensure that the books arrive 

safely and don’t get left behind, especially on the bus.  It is recommended that stu-

dents choose a place to keep their library bags with the books at home.  This avoids los-

ing books and having to pay replacement costs for lost items.  I am looking forward to 

teaching your child in the library this year. 

Debbie Barton Teacher Librarian  
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A coeducational school providing bilingual  

and bicultural education for children of all nationalities 

 

International Division Sydney Japanese International School 112 Booralie Road, Terrey Hills, NSW 2084 Ph: (02) 9450 1833 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

SJIS achieves academic excellence in all key learning  
areas with an emphasis on second language learning. 

 
SJIS respects the culture and traditions of the Japanese  

and Australian societies developing awareness of  
cultural differences through cross-cultural learning. 

 
The SJIS students, parents and teachers alike, become     
global citizens, able to interact with others in our world  

community with purpose and integrity. 


